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ABOUT THE EARLY WARNING BRIEF

The Human Security Early Warning Brief from the West Africa Network for Peacebuilding
(WANEP), Ghana, is a periodic bulletin, which highlights human security concerns within each
period under review. The briefs are prepared based on data from WANEP's online Early
Warning System, and predefined indicators reported by Regional and Community Monitors
across the sixteen regions of the country especially in hotspot communities. Analysis of the
data is informed by proximate causes and threats to human security in the country and
additional reference to relevant sources of information and stakeholder interface interaction.
The brief contains recommendations for informed responses by critical stakeholders in Peace
and Security across the country. It complements the broader National Early Warning System
(NEWS) of WANEP on Human Security with various prioritised thematic areas.

QUARTERLY FOCUS

On 3" January 2025, a devastating fire that engulfed Kantamanto Market in Accra’s
Central Business District claimed one life and injured 14 others, destroying more than
7,000 shops and affecting over 30,000 traders.*

A fire incident occurred on 13" January, 2025 at the Techiman market in the Bono East
region, destroying over 50 stalls and injured 3 people.?

A female student was reported dead in a fire outbreak incident on 22" January, 2025 at
the girls” dormitory block of Saboba Senior High School (SHS) in the Northern Region,
destroying several properties.®

The industrial enclave of Suame in Kumasi was engulfed in a fire incident as multiple
shops were ravaged, resulting in destruction of vehicular spare parts, wares and other
properties worth millions of cedis on 2" February, 2025.*

A road accident which occurred on 4™ February 2025, claimed four lives and injured
11 others along the Ho-Accra Road in the Greater Accra region.®

An accident involving three vehicles left two people dead and several others injured on
3" January 2025, at Gomoa Otsew on the Winneba - Cape Coast highway in the Central
Region.®

On 23" February 2025, twenty-five (25) people were reportedly injured when a Sprinter
Benz bus and a Nissan truck collided at Gomoa Mprumen Junction on the Winneba-
Mankesim Highway in the Central Region.’

A 20-year-old lady reportedly committed suicide on 29" January 2025, following
allegations of adultery from her in-laws at Kechiebi in the Oti Region.®

An argument between two taxi drivers at Agona Swedru in the Central Region led to
the death of a 26-year-old male after he was struck with a wheel spanner by his
colleague on 14" January, 2025.°

Residents of Enchi in the Western North Region discovered a decomposing woman’s
body in a sack by the roadside on 26" March, 2025.1°
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2 https://www.adomonline.com/techiman-market-on-fire-3-people-rushed-to-hospital-video/

3 https://www.adomonline.com/one-dead-properties-destroyed-in-fire-outbreak-at-saboba-shs/
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» The police in the Central region reportedly arrested two suspects for allegedly stabbing
a motorcycle rider to death at Agona Okoto-Kwaa on 13" February, 2025 when he
resisted to give the motorbike’s key to them upon demand.!

INTRODUCTION

In the first quarter (January to March) of 2025, a total of one hundred and eighty-three (183)
human security related incidents with a total casualty of 288 (131 fatalities, 157 injuries) were
recorded in the WANEP-Ghana National Early Warning System (NEWS). In terms of
frequency of incidents recorded on regional basis, the Central region recorded the highest
incidents (34 35), followed by the Greater Accra region (31) and the Ashanti region ( 28). The
rest of the 16 regions recorded incidents below 11. Figure 1 below shows the regional
distribution of all the incidents in the quarter:

Figure 1: Regional Distribution of Incidents in the Quarter
(January-March, 2025)
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The data recorded on incidents captured in the period under review revealed that the top 3 most
frequent incidents that threatened peace and security included fire outbreaks (25), road
accidents (24) and homicides (20). Other issues that also featured prominently in the incidents
captured were armed attacks, gender-based violence, illegal mining and drug trafficking.
Below are highlights of the incidents on thematic basis in accordance with their frequencies of
occurrence, number of casualties, and their potential for increasing vulnerabilities in the
country within the period.

Environment
Risk 1: Fire Outbreaks

Fire outbreaks have been one of the sources of environmental and economic insecurity in the
country in the reporting period. Twenty-five (25) fire incidents were recorded in the period
under review which resulted in the destruction of major market centres in the national capital
city, Accra (Kantamanto Market), Kumasi (Central Market, and Kejetia Market), and
Techiman (Central Market). The causes of the fire incidents were suspected to be arson,
electrical faults and natural disasters.

The fire incidents also wreaked havoc on residential units, school buildings, business centres
and other properties. These incidents recorded in the period also resulted in 26 casualties (8
fatalities, 18 injuries). Figure 2 below is a graphical representation of regional data on fire
incidents with associated casualties:

Figure 2: Fire outbreaks with casualties (Jan-Mar, 2025)
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Source: WANEP-Ghana NEWS

Incidents of fire outbreaks have generally posed threats to economic and human security in the
reporting period, taking into cognisance the impact they have on the victims’ sources of income
as well as the injuries and fatalities suffered by them. On 3™ January 2025, a fire that engulfed
Kantamanto Market in Accra’s Central Business District claimed one life and injured 14 others.
The incident also destroyed more than 7,000 shops and affected over 30,000 traders.'
Similarly, on 6" January 2025, fire destroyed about ten (10) sheds at a wood market at
Kwadaso, a suburb of Kumasi in the Ashanti region.*® Also, a major electrical appliances shop

12 https://www.adomonline.com/one-dead-over-30000-traders-affected-7000-shops-destroyed-in-kantamanto-fire/
13 https://www.adomonline.com/fire-guts-kwadaso-wood-market-in-kumasi/
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in Zogbeli, a suburb of Tamale was gutted by fire on 8" January, 2025 resulting in the
destruction of several properties and wares worth millions of cedis.!* Furthermore, a three-
year-old boy died in a fire outbreak at Dagomba Line in Asawase, a suburb of Kumasi on 10"
January 2025. According to reports, residents suspected that a faulty electrical connection was
the cause of the fire.*> Another fire incident occurred on 13" January, 2025 at the Techiman
market in the Bono East region, destroying over 50 stalls and injured 3 people.’® A female
student was reported dead in a fire incident on 22" January, 2025 at the girls’ dormitory block
of Saboba Senior High School (SHS) in the Northern region, destroying several properties.’
The industrial enclave of Suame in Kumasi was not spared its share of fire incident as multiple
shops were ravaged, resulting in destruction of vehicular spare parts, wares and other properties
worth millions of cedis on 2" February, 2025.8

These incidents would have negative consequences on the Ghanaian economy because
businesses of the traders and artisans were halted temporarily or permanently and resulting in
losses in jobs and incomes. Some traders and the public called for government intervention.
Also, human security was affected due to the fact that fatalities and injuries resulted from some
of these incidents.

Democracy and Governance
Risk 2: Road Accidents

Road accidents have been a source of national concern in the quarter under review. Per the data
captured by the system, road accidents were among the leading cause of deaths and injuries in
the country. One hundred and six (106) casualties comprising 29 fatalities and 77 injuries were
recorded in WANEP-Ghana’s National Early Warning System (NEWS) across 9 regions. The
incidents have had a debilitating impact on individuals, families, communities and the nation
at large.

Regionwide, the Central region recorded the highest of 6 road accidents with 48 casualties (5
fatalities and 43 injuries), followed by the Ashanti region which recorded 4 accidents with 10
casualties (5 fatalities and 5 injuries). The Eastern, Bono and Greater Accra regions recorded
3 accidents each but with varying number of casualties. Out of the 3 accidents recorded in the
Eastern region, 22 casualties (6 fatalities and 16 injuries) were recorded. Also, the 3 accidents
recorded in the Bono region resulted in 8 casualties (3 fatalities and 5 injuries) and finally, the
3 accidents that took place in the Greater Accra recorded 3 fatalities with no injuries. The
Savannah region recorded 2 road accidents (2 injuries with no fatalities). The Ahafo, Oti, and
Upper East regions recorded 1 road accident each. The Ahafo region recorded 5 fatalities with
no injuries in the accident recorded, the Oti region recorded 1 fatality with no injuries from the
accident recorded in it and the 1 accident which occurred in the Upper East region recorded 1
fatality and 6 injuries. The Central and Eastern regions recorded a total of 59 out of the 77
injuries across the 9 regions. Figure 3 below summarises the data on regional distribution of
accidents and associated casualties:

4 https://www.adomonline.com/fire-guts-electrical-appliances-shop-in-tamale-zogbeli/

15 https://www.adomonline.com/ashanti-region-fire-kills-3-year-old-at-asawase-dagomba-line/
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Figure 3: Regional Distribution of Road Accidents (Jan-Mar, 2025)
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The main causes of road accidents in the period include over-speeding, overloading of vehicles,
poor lighting system of vehicles, non-compliance with road signs and other traffic regulations,
poor road network, and low levels of driver education. These accidents have caused the deaths
of many commuters, damage to vehicles and other structures along thoroughfares, and injuries
to persons involved. The following is a highlight of some of the accidents:

On 3 January 2025, an accident involving three vehicles left two people dead and several
others injured at Gomoa Otsew on the Winneba - Cape Coast highway in the Central Region.*®
Another accident occurred on 4™ February 2025, claiming four lives and injuring 11 others
along the Ho-Accra Road near Anum-Asikuma. Reports indicate that the accident occurred
following an attempt by one driver to overtake another vehicle.?® Again, two people were
reported dead in a road accident at Dadwen-Kyekyewere on the Obuasi-Kumasi Highway. The
incident occurred on 10" February 2025 when a mini-bus veered into an opposite lane and
collided head-on with an oncoming truck.?* In another incident on 23 February 2025, twenty-
five (25) people were reportedly injured when a Sprinter Benz bus and a Nissan truck collided
at Gomoa Mprumen Junction on the Winneba-Mankesim Highway in the Central Region.?? A
Nissan Frontier vehicle veered off the road, flipped into nearby bushes, and collided with a tree
at Brekumanso along the Asamankese-Suhum road on 14" March 2025. The impact of the
collision sparked a fire. Three occupants of the vehicle sustained minor injuries.?®> On 28"
March 2025, three persons died in an accident on the Techiman-Wenchi highway in the Bono
Region at Nkonsia, in the Wenchi Municipality. According to reports, a KIA vehicle loaded
with cashew nuts, collided with a taxi traveling from Wenchi towards Techiman.?*

The government through various organizations such as the National Road Safety Commission
(NRSC) and the Driver and Vehicle Licensing Authority (DVLA) have implemented measures
to address the problem of road accidents in Ghana. These measures include public education
campaigns on road use, persistent enforcement of traffic laws, and efforts to improve road

Bhttps://www.adomonline.com/2-feared-dead-many-injured-in-accident-involving-3-cars-at-gomoa-otsew/
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infrastructure. These efforts have contributed to reducing the incidents and casualties in default
of which the consequences could have been severer. These measures should be stringently
enforced to further reduce the incidents and casualties.

Crime and Criminality
Risk 3: Homicides (Including Suicides)

Homicide incidents including suicides, continue to be one source of insecurity in the country.
The number of homicide incidents recorded in the WANEP-Ghana monitoring system in the
period were twenty (20) across 11 regions. The Central region recorded the highest incident of
7, followed by the Upper East region with 3 incidents. The Ashanti region recorded 2 homicide
cases The remaining 8 regions recorded 1 incident each. Figure 4 below shows the regional
distribution of the incidents:

Figure 4: Regional Distribution of Homicides/Suicides (Jan-Mar,
2025)
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Some of the homicide incidents recorded in the period are highlighted below:

On 9™ January 2025, a 26-year-old man allegedly murdered an 18-year-old young lady in her
room at Diaso in the Upper Denkyira West District of the Central Region. Both the suspect and
the deceased were illegal miners. Community residents suspect the incident might have been
occasioned by a dispute over their gold booty.?> An argument between two taxi drivers at
Agona Swedru in the Central Region led to the death of a 26-year-old male after he was struck
with a wheel spanner by his colleague on 14" January, 2025. The altercation escalated when
the suspect allegedly used the tool as a weapon, inflicting fatal injuries on the victim.?6 On 29"
January 2025, a 20-year-old lady reportedly committed suicide following allegations of
adultery from her in-laws at Kechiebi in the Oti Region.?” On 4" February 2025, a 25-year-
old man was reportedly shot dead by an unknown assailant while returning from his farm in
Akyem Dokyi-Tetekasom of the Eastern Region.?® The police in the Central region reportedly
arrested two suspects for allegedly stabbing a motorcycle rider to death at Agona Okoto-Kwaa

25https://www.adomonline.com/iIlegal—miner-on-the—run—after-kiIIing-teen-girl—at-diaso/
Zhttps://www.adomonline.com/taxi-driver-kills-colleague-with-wheel-spanner-at-agona-swedru/
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on 13" February, 2025. According to reports, the suspects allegedly stopped the rider and
demanded for his motorbike’s key. The victim’s resistance, led to a struggle during which he
was stabbed in the eye and left unconscious but was later pronounced dead at the Agona Swedru
Government Hospital.?° On 13" March 2025, a male student of Gambaga College of Education
in the North East Region was shot and killed by unknown gunmen. According to reports, school
authorities confirmed the incident, stating that the deceased was discovered with suspected
gunshot wounds outside the campus fence. While the motive remains unclear, authorities
suspect a possible link to the ongoing violence in Bawku.®® Residents of Enchi in the Western
North Region discovered a decomposing woman’s body in a sack by the roadside on 26%
March, 2025. The lifeless body, believed to be in her thirties, was found in an advanced state
of decomposition, suggesting it had been abandoned for several days.3!

The causes of homicides in Ghana vary and include factors as poverty, unemployment, get-
rich-quick mentality among the youth, disagreements over resources such as land and booty
among illegal miners. Other causes include drug abuse, psychological problems emanating
from infirmity of the mind, accusations of marital infidelity, and domestic violence.

Other Risks

During the reporting period, other risks such as armed robbery, drug trafficking and illegal
mining were recorded across the country. The armed robbery incidents are typically carried out
by well-organized and heavily armed criminal groups, who use sophisticated weapons like
pump-action guns, foreign-made pistols, and other weapons that resulted in significant loss of
lives, severe injuries, disruption in trading activities, and damage to properties. These armed
robbery incidents have often targeted mobile money vendors, traders, and other businesses that
handle large amounts of money or valuable goods.

Drug trafficking assumed the centre-stage of some of the crimes reported in the period under
review. It was reported that from 20" January 2025 to 271" March 2025, 16 kilograms of
Methamphetamine, undisclosed quantities of illicit cigarettes and Tapentadol tablets and 3.3
tonnes of cocaine were busted by a collaboration of security operatives including officials of
the Food and Drugs Authority (FDA), Custom Excise and Preventive Service (CEPS) and
National Intelligence Bureau in the Greater Accra, Northern and Western regions, respectively.
These substances are widely used by some Ghanaian youth in large quantities that usually
stimulate or influence them to either engage in criminal activities, violence or acts of
indiscipline.

Also, illegal mining has consistently been reported throughout this quarter across the Ashanti,
Eastern, Western and Western North regions. This has been so, because of the benefits (though
acquired illicitly) that can be obtained from the activity by people engaged in it. The adverse
effect of unregulated or illegal mining is so dire that it renders affected water bodies (rivers)
polluted with cyanide and mercury, destroys tracts of forest reserves and renders affected
parcels of land degraded and infertile for farming. These have serious repercussions on the
health and food security of communities dependent on the affected water bodies and parcels of
land. Many lives have also been lost to illegal mining either through mine collapses, robberies
at mining sites, conflicts over ores of gold, or fatal encounters between illegal miners and
security officials protecting mining leases of multinational corporations. Furthermore, many
illegal mining areas in the affected regions have become synonymous with acts of indiscipline
and crimes such as prostitution, drug use and human trafficking involving the youth. To combat

hitps://www.adomonline.com/two-arrested-for-stabbing-okada-rider-to-death-at-agona-okoto-kwaa/
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this menace, the government of Ghana have established several measures, including the
creation of task forces to combat illegal mining, and the deployment of security forces and blue
water guards to affected areas. The government also implemented a ban on small-scale mining
and set up a licensing system for small-scale mining operations. In spite of all these measures,
illegal mining remains a major concern in Ghana, and more work needs to be done to
effectively combat it.

RECOMMENDATIONS
Based on the data presented above, WANEP-Ghana wishes to,

» encourage the Ghana National Fire Service to intensify fire safety education at market
squares, in schools and communities of fire-prone locations across the country.
Sensitisation on domestic fire safety measures, and compliance with standard electrical
installations, would also reduce occurrences of the outbreaks. Additionally, there
should be stringent enforcement of policies for shops and market stalls to be equipped
with fire safety equipment and training. A failure to abide by such regulations should
attract sanctions.

» The Ghana National Road Safety Commission, and the Motor Traffic and Transport
Department (MTTD) of the Ghana Police Service should sustain its work
collaboratively with the road transport unions, the media, and other relevant
stakeholders to increase public education on road safety, and to enforce traffic
regulations more effectively in the country. The police service should take steps to
sanction its personnel who become complicit to improper road safety conducts by
drivers. The reduce the infrastructural contribution to road accidents, the Ghana
Highways Authority should make visible road signs especially during the raining
season, and repair risky potholes pending construction or rehabilation of unmotorable
roads.

» To curb the incidents of homicides/suicides, the Department of Social Welfare and
mental health centres should be further enhanced to receive early signals of
psychological problems and provide psychotherapy to people suspected with
psychological challenges especially at high at -risk communities. Again, re-instituting
and strengthening community policing and engagement could build trust between law
enforcement agencies and residents. Additionally, policy programming to reduce
drug/substance abuse would help counter the feeling of worthlessness and violent
behaviour in people, especially among the youth.

In the first quarter of the 2025 (January-March), fire outbreaks, road accidents and
homicides recorded the highest risks to peace and security in the country per the
WANEP-Ghana’s data. To mitigate the adverse effects on human security, it is crucial
for key stakeholders to collaborate to enhance the capabilities of security agencies,
enforce traffic laws, and strengthen the resilience of communities in affected regions of
the country. This is necessary because of the staggering number of fatalities, injuries,

and destruction of properties caused by the human security challenges discussed in this
brief.



APPENDIX

Regional Distribution of Incidents

Table 1, below, presents a nationwide summary of incidents captured by WANEP-Ghana's NEWS within the first quarter (January-March,
2025). It presents the distribution of incidents captured in all the 16 regions of the country and further shows incident categories and the

frequencies recorded under each category:

Greater Western Bono North Upper | Upper Total
Incidents Accra | Ashanti | Eastern | Western | North | Bono | East | Central | East | Northern | Savannah | East | West | Ahafo | Volta | Oti incidents
Theft 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 10
Arson 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 2
Road Accident 3 4 3 0 0 4 0 6 0 0 2 1 0 1 0 1 25
Armed
Robbery 1 3 0 0 1 1 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 8
Homicide 1 2 1 0 1 1 1 6 1 1 1 2 0 0 0 0 18
Defilement 2 0 0 1 0 0 0 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 6
Chieftaincy
Disputes 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 5
Shootings 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 3 1 1 0 0 7
Armed Attack 1 1 0 1 0 0 0 1 2 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 9
Security-
Civilian
Clashes 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
Physical Attack 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
Fire Outbreaks 7 8 1 0 0 1 1 1 0 4 2 0 0 0 0 0 25
Military
Brutality 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2
Land Disputes 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 2 4
Illegal Mining 0 2 1 2 3 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 10
Disruption of
Property 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
Mob Actions 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
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