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ABOUT THE EARLY WARNING BRIEF

The Human Security Early Warning Brief from the West Africa Network for Peacebuilding
(WANEP), Ghana, is a periodic bulletin, which highlights human security concerns within each
period under review. The briefs are prepared based on data from WANEP's online Early
Warning System, and predefined indicators reported by Regional and Community Monitors
across the sixteen regions of the country especially in hotspot communities. Analysis of the
data is informed by proximate causes and threats to human security in the country and
additional reference to relevant sources of information and stakeholder interface interaction.
The brief contains recommendations for informed responses by critical stakeholders in Peace
and Security across the country. It complements the broader National Early Warning System
(NEWS) of WANEP on Human Security with various prioritised thematic areas.

QUARTERLY FOCUS

> On 27" April 2025, a 24-year-old farmer was remanded into custody by the Nkwanta
South Magistrate Court for allegedly beating his five-year-old daughter to death
because she defecated on herself.

> Residents of Assin Andoe in the Assin South District discovered the decomposing body
of aman in a locked room under unclear circumstances on 4" May, 2025. The discovery
was made after neighbours reported a persistent foul odour emanating from the
premises.?

> On 16" June 2025, the skeletal remains of an 85-year-old woman were reportedly
discovered at Camp 15 near Nkrankwanta in the Dormaa West District of the Bono
Region. According to reports, the remains were found in a bush, following her unknown
disappearance over three months.®

> Ten (10) people were reported dead, and several others injured following an accident
involving a Kumasi-bound bus on 18" April 2025. The crash occurred at Alipe
community along the Tamale-Buipe Highway in the Savannah Region. According to
reports, the driver attempted to overtake another vehicle but lost control, veered off the
road leading to the fatal crash.*

> Another accident on 12" May 2025 claimed four lives, with several others sustaining
injuries in a head-on collision between a Yutong bus and a tipper truck at Assin
Bresiako in the Assin North District of the Central Region.®

> A female Nigerian was reported dead in a fire outbreak on 19" April 2025 that
destroyed more than 150 structures used for both residential and commercial purposes
near the Madina Redco flats in Accra.

https://www.adomonline.com/24-year-old-farmer-remanded-for-allegedly-beating-daughter-to-death/
“https://www.adomonline.com/man-found-dead-in-bizarre-state-at-assin-andoe/
Shttps://wvww.myjoyonline.com/skeleton-of-woman-found-after-going-missing-for-months/
“https://www.adomonline.com/10-people-feared-dead-others-injured-in-accident-on-tamale-buipe-highway/
*https://www.adomonline.com/4-feared-dead-in-gory-accident-at-assin-bresiako/
Chttps://www.myjoyonline.com/one-dead-in-fire-at-madina-redco-over-150-structures-destroyed/
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» A ravaging fire gutted the Korle Bu Medical School’s medical laboratory building on
17" June 2025, causing extensive damage to the Accounts Office, Stores,
Administration, and Archives of the Laboratory.’

> On 16" May 2025, three individuals reportedly sustained injuries following an
explosion involving a vulcanizing machine at New Nkusukum in the Mfantseman
Municipality of the Central Region. According to reports, the explosion occurred while
the victims were pumping a tyre.®

> Three people were reportedly confirmed dead following torrential rains in Accra on 18%"
May 2025 in the Greater Accra Region. The floods also submerged major roads and
disrupted access to several communities, including Weija, Kaneshie, Adabraka,
Adenta-Dodowa, Tema, and surrounding areas.®

> On 14™ June 2025, seven (7) students from Lawra Senior High School were reported
dead after their boat capsized on the Black Volta River at Dikpe while attempting to
cross into Burkina Faso. According to reports, the incident occurred during a routine
morning jogging session where they decided to travel to Burkina Faso on a boat over
the river.

» Two people reportedly died and three others injured following the collapse of a building
on 21% June 2025 at London Bridge, an area in Kotokuraba in Cape Coast. Reports
suggest that five people were inside the structure when it gave way. The building is said
to be structurally weak and in a deteriorated state.

INTRODUCTION

In the second quarter of 2025, a total of one hundred and sixty-six (166) human security related
incidents with a total casualty of 239 (112 fatalities and 127 injuries) were recorded in the
WANEP-Ghana National Early Warning System (NEWS). In terms of frequency of incidents
recorded on regional basis, the Greater Accra region recorded the highest incidents (33),
followed by the Central region (32), and the Ashanti region (21). Each of the remaining 13
regions recorded incidents below 18. Figure 1 below shows the regional distribution of all the
incidents in the quarter:

"https://www.adomonline.com/fire-guts-korle-bu-medical-laboratory-building-photos/
8https://www.adomonline.com/three-injured-after-explosion-at-vulcanizer-shop-in-new-nkusukum/
*https://www.adomonline.com/three-confirmed-dead-in-adentan-flood/
Ohttps://www.adomonline.com/2-dead-three-injured-in-building-collapse-at-kotokurabas-london-bridge-area/


https://www.adomonline.com/2-dead-three-injured-in-building-collapse-at-kotokurabas-london-bridge-area/

Figure 1: Regional Distribution of Incidents for Second
Quarter of 2025

0 33
Upper East Region
6
Upper West
Region North East Region
1
Northern Region
3
Savannah Region
4
Oti Region
. 6
Bono Bono Ea:i Region
Region

Map: EWD of WANEP-Ghana « Map data: © OSM -+ Created with Datawrapper



HIGHLIGHT OF THE TOP RISKS

The data recorded on incidents captured in the reporting period revealed that the top 3 most
frequent incidents that threatened peace and security included homicides (24), fire outbreaks
(20), road accidents (19) and other issues that also featured prominently in the recorded
incidents were drug trafficking, armed robbery, illegal mining, and protests. Below are
highlights of the incidents on thematic basis in accordance with their frequencies of occurrence,
number of casualties, and their potential for increasing vulnerabilities in the country within the
period.

Crime and Criminality
Risk 1: Homicides

Homicides dominated the incidents recorded in the period under review, thereby posing threats
to human security in the country. The number of homicide incidents recorded in the WANEP-
Ghana monitoring system were twenty-four (24) across twelve (12) regions. The Ashanti
region recorded the highest incident of 6, followed by the Greater Accra region with 4 incidents
and the Volta region came third with 3 homicides. The remaining 9 regions recorded below 3
incidents each. Figure 2 below shows the regional distribution of these incidents:

Figure 2: Regional Distribution of Homicide Incidents
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Some homicide incidents recorded in the period are highlighted as follows:

An 18-year-old woman was reportedly found dead in her room at Nweneso No.2 in the Atwima
Kwanwoma Municipality of the Ashanti Region on 14" April, 2025. According to reports, the
incident was allegedly carried out by unknown assailants. The lifeless body was discovered by
the deceased’s mother.!! On 27" April 2025, a 24-year-old farmer was remanded into custody
by the Nkwanta South Magistrate Court for allegedly beating his five-year-old daughter to
death because she defecated on herself.*? Also, residents of Assin Andoe in the Assin South
District discovered the decomposing body of a man in a locked room under unclear
circumstances on 4™ May, 2025. The discovery was made after neighbours reported a persistent

11https://www.myjoyonline.com/a—r—lS—year—oId—girI—butchered—in—her—room—at—nweneso—no—Z/
https://www.adomonline.com/24-year-old-farmer-remanded-for-allegedly-beating-daughter-to-death/
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foul odour emanating from the premises.™®> A nursing mother was reportedly found dead at
Awutu Bereku in the Awutu Senya West District of the Central Region on 26" May, 2025.
According to reports, the deceased left the house without notice and after several failed
attempts to locate her, she was later found dead in an uncompleted building near an eye clinic
in the community, with her four-month-old baby crying beside her.!* In another incident on
16™ June 2025, the skeletal remains of an 85-year-old woman were reportedly discovered at
Camp 15 near Nkrankwanta in the Dormaa West District of the Bono Region. According to
reports, the remains were found in a bush, following her disappearance over three months.®
On 24" June 2025, a teenage girl was reportedly found dead in a stream at Tomefa in the Ga
South Municipality after leaving school to visit her grandmother in Agbozome. According to
reports, the deceased was a student of Keta Business Senior High School.*®

The causes of homicides in Ghana vary but those incidents recorded in the reporting period
were attributed to suspected cases of ritual killing, domestic violence, drug abuse, and mental
instability.

Democracy and Governance
Risk 2: Road Accidents

The quarter under review recorded numerous road accidents which raised significant human
security concerns despite the fact that there has been a marginal reduction in the casualties
recorded in this quarter vis-a-vis those recorded in the previous quarter. One hundred and
fourteen (114) casualties (43 fatalities and 71 injuries) were recorded in WANEP-Ghana’s
National Early Warning System (NEWS) across 8 regions. Road accidents have had a negative
impact on individuals, families, communities and the nation as a whole.

The Central region recorded the highest of 5 road accidents with 25 casualties (8 fatalities and
17 injuries), followed by the Greater Accra region which recorded 4 accidents with 6 casualties
(1 fatality and 5 injuries). The Eastern recorded 3 accidents with 34 casualties (7 fatalities and
27 injuries) and the Oti region also recorded 3 accidents with 18 casualties (6 fatalities and 12
injuries). The Ashanti region recorded 2 road accidents with 5 casualties (2 fatalities and 3
injuries), the Bono East region recorded 1 accident with 10 casualties (8 fatalities and 2
injuries), the Western North region recorded 1 accident with 4 casualties (1 fatality and 3
injuries) and the Savannah region recorded 1 accident with 12 casualties (10 fatalities and 2
injuries). Figure 3 below summarises the data on regional distribution of road accidents with
associated casualties:

Bhttps://www.adomonline.com/man-found-dead-in-bizarre-state-at-assin-andoe/
https://www.adomonline.com/nursing-mother-found-dead-in-uncompleted-building-at-awutu-bereku/
Bhttps://www.myjoyonline.com/skeleton-of-woman-found-after-going-missing-for-months/
Bhttps://www.adomonline.com/shs-student-found-dead-at-tomefa-after-taking-exeat-to-visit-grandmother/
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Figure 3: Regional Distribution of Road Accidents
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The main causes of road accidents in the period include over-speeding, wrongful overtaking,
overloading of vehicles, inappropriate parking of faulty vehicles on roads, poor lighting
systems of vehicles, noncompliance of drivers to traffic laws, unmotorable nature of roads, and
inadequate driver education. These accidents have occasioned the demise of many commuters,
destruction of vehicles and other structures along roads, and injuries to persons involved. Some
accidents have also maimed victims. The following is a highlight of some of the accidents:

Five (5) people were reported dead, and 12 others injured in an accident along the Dodo-Pepesu
stretch of the Eastern Corridor Road in the Kadjebi District of the Oti Region on 9™ April,
2025. According to reports, the accident involved a bus travelling from the Nkwanta direction,
and another bus from the opposite direction.r” On 18" April 2025, ten people were reported
dead, and several others injured following an accident involving a Kumasi-bound bus. The
crash occurred at Alipe community along the Tamale-Buipe Highway in the Savannah Region.
According to reports, the driver attempted to overtake another vehicle but lost control, veering
off the road leading to the fatal crash.® Another accident on 121" May 2025 claimed the lives
of four people, with several others sustaining injuries in a head-on collision between a Yutong
bus and a tipper truck at Assin Bresiako in the Assin North District of the Central Region.*® On
22" May 2025, a road accident at Assin Kyinso in the Assin South District of the Central
Region reportedly claimed the lives of a commercial motorbike (Okada) rider and his male
passenger. According to reports, the commercial motorbike (Okada) rider collided with a
vehicle, was thrown off his bike and suffered a fatal head injury.?® Also there was an accident
on 19" June 2025, in which a 19-year-old boy reportedly lost his life with four others injured
at the University of Cape Coast (UCC) West Gate on the main Cape Coast —Takoradi — Accra
Highway. According to reports, the crash involved multiple vehicles, including a tipper truck,
a Honda CRV SUV, a Nissan Sentra saloon car and an autorickshaw commonly referred to as
“pragia.”?! Finally, on 23" June 2025, an accident at Winneba Junction along the Winneba-
Cape Coast highway claimed the life of a taxi driver, leaving 9 others including 3 school
children injured.??

https://www.adomonline.com/kadjebi-district-accident-claims-5-lives-on-eastern-corridor-road/
Bhttps://www.adomonline.com/10-people-feared-dead-others-injured-in-accident-on-tamale-buipe-highway/
Bhttps://www.adomonline.com/4-feared-dead-in-gory-accident-at-assin-bresiako/
https://www.adomonline.com/assin-south-okada-rider-and-pillion-die-in-tragic-accident/
Zhttps://www.adomonline.com/one-dead-others-injured-in-gory-accident-at-ucc-second-gate-video/
pttps:/;www.adomonline.com/driver-dead-3-pupils-in-critical-condition-in-winneba-junction-accident/
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To address the problem of road accidents in Ghana, the government through institutions such
as the Motor Traffic and Transport Department (MTTD) of the Ghana Police Service, the
National Road Safety Commission (NRSC) and the Driver and Vehicle Licensing Authority
(DVLA) have enforced measures to tackle them. These measures include public education
campaigns on road use, continuous enforcement of traffic laws, and efforts to improve road
infrastructure. These efforts have contributed to reducing road accidents therefore, they should
be stringently enforced.

Environment
Risk 3: Fire Outbreaks

Fire outbreaks were some of the threats to environmental and economic security across the
country in the quarter. This is because of the extent of damage caused to properties, injuries
inflicted on victims and fatalities suffered by them. Nineteen (19) fire incidents were recorded
in the period under review which resulted in the destruction of shops, residential units, and a
medical laboratory building. The suspected causes of the fire incidents were electrical faults
and explosion from either Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG) cylinders or collision involving
vehicles. The fire incidents recorded in the quarter occurred in the Greater Accra, Central,
Western North, Ashanti, Eastern, Western and Bono East regions. The Greater Accra and
Western North regions recorded 1 fatality each however, the remaining 5 regions recorded no
casualties.

Figure 4 below is a graphical representation of regional data on fire incidents with associated
casualties:

Figure 4: Regional Distribution of Fire Outbreaks
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The fire outbreaks recorded in the reporting period posed threats to economic and human
security although the number of casualties (2 fatalities with no injuries) has drastically reduced
in comparison with the number recorded in the previous quarter (7 fatalities and 18 injuries).
Despite this significant reduction, there is no gainsaying the fact that the fires affected people’s
sources of livelihoods. Some fire incidents recorded are highlighted below:



A female Nigerian was reported dead in a fire that destroyed more than 150 structures on 19"
April 2025, near the Madina Redco flats in Accra. The fire broke out and rapidly spread through
140 wooden and 10 metal structures used for both residential and commercial purposes.? Also,
fire engulfed a kiosk at Aboduabo in the Bibiani Anhwiaso Bekwai Municipality of the
Western North Region and claimed the life of a 23-year-old woman. According to reports, the
fire started when a substance sold by the deceased accidentally splashed onto a nearby open
flame, causing a rapid escalation of the fire.2* On 6™ May 2025, fire broke out at the Tema
Community 9 Market, destroying 15 structures and disrupting commercial activities in the area.
However, the cause of the fire was unknown.? Another fire destroyed multiple residential
apartments in the densely populated suburb of Bomso in Kumasi, leaving scores of residents
displaced and destroying valuables worth thousands of cedis. According to reports, the fire
began in a single-room apartment before quickly spreading to 50 rooms within the compound.?
A ravaging fire gutted the Korle Bu Medical School’s medical laboratory building on 17" June
2025, causing extensive damage. Reports revealed that the fire affected the Accounts Office,
Stores, Administration, and Archives of the Laboratory.?” Finally, on 23™ June 2025, fire gutted
sections of the official residence of the Afigya Kwabre South District Chief Executive (DCE)
at Kodie in the Ashanti Region. According to reports, the fire affected part of the building that
was undergoing renovation.?

These incidents had a toll on human security as it impacted economic lives and subsequently
led to job losses among affected traders.

Other Risks

The quarter under review also recorded other risks such as drug trafficking, armed robbery,
and illegal mining.

With robberies, these incidents were typically carried out by well-organized and heavily armed
criminal syndicates who use sophisticated weapons like pump-action guns, foreign-made
pistols, and other weapons that resulted in significant loss of lives, severe injuries, and
disruption in trading activities. The robbery incidents often targeted mobile money vendors,
traders, and other businesses that handle volumes of money, valuable goods and properties
such as gold, jewellery, mobile phones, motorcycles, etc.

The series of drug trafficking incidents reported within the period related to the interception
and arrest of traffickers in possession of large quantities of contraband such as tramadol and
Indian hemp. For instance, on 5" May 2025, a police man, Lance Corporal Shani Abdullai was
interdicted at Tamale in the Northern Region by the police service after he was found in
possession of tramadol, which he confessed to be selling to residents.?® In a related incident,
the Narcotics Control Commission (NACOC) reportedly intercepted a 20-foot container loaded

Zhttps://www.myjoyonline.com/one-dead-in-fire-at-madina-redco-over-150-structures-destroyed/
2https://www.adomonline.com/23-year-old-woman-dies-in-fire-outbreak-at-aboduabo/
Phitps://www.adomonline.com/fire-destroys-15-structures-at-tema-community-9-market/
Zhttps://www.adomonline.com/fire-destroys-several-residential-apartments-at-bomso/
Zhttps://www.adomonline.com/fire-guts-korle-bu-medical-laboratory-building-photos/
Zttps:/;www.adomonline.com/fire-guts-official-residence-of-afigya-kwabre-south-dce-video/

2https:/iwww.adomonline.com/police-officer-interdicted-for-possession-of-restricted-substances/
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with tramadol at the Tema Port on 271" May, 2025 beyond the permissible 100mg imposed by
government on its importation.®® The Eastern Regional Police Command arrested three
suspects on 31% May 2025 in connection with the transportation of 5,950 leaves suspected to
be Indian hemp. Reports indicate that the suspects were arrested while ferrying the narcotics
across the Volta Lake at Asuboni.®* On 16" June 2025, the Anti-Robbery Unit of the Kete-
Krachi Divisional Police Command arrested two individuals in possession of suspected Indian
hemp. The police intercepted a car driven by one of the suspects in which they discovered 86
compressed parcels of substances believed to be Indian hemp concealed in various
compartments of the car, including the engine bay, doors, and boot.®? The Ghana Police Service
arrested a young man for the unlawful possession of substances suspected to be narcotic drugs
at Nkurakan in the Eastern region on 17" June, 2025. A search of a vehicle driven by the
suspect revealed sacks of maize, in which 78 oval-shaped, sellotaped balls of material
suspected to be Indian hemp were concealed.®® These substances are widely used by a chunk
of the youth in large quantities that negatively influence them to either engage in crimes,
violence or acts of indiscipline.

On illegal mining, nine (9) incidents were reported in the quarter across the Ashanti, Eastern,
Western and Central regions. Sixty-five (65) illegal miners including 3 Chinese nationals were
arrested by anti-galamsey taskforce deployed by the government in the reporting period. Of the
65 suspects arrested, 43 were arrested in the Western region, 13 in the Central region and 9 in
the Eastern region.

Three (3) fatalities related to illegal mining were recorded. In the Ashanti region, two male
illegal miners died on 2" April 2025 at Mpasatia Yaw Nkwantah of following the collapse of
an illegal mining pit.3* Also, a police officer drowned in River Offin while taking part in an
anti-illegal mining (galamsey) operation on 3@ April 2025 at Assin Asaman in the Central
region.®® Finally, the Ghana Armed Forces conducted a major operation on 15" April 2025 to
dismantle an illegal settlement known as Abrewa Ne Nkran in the Western region. Reports
show that the community housed over 10,000 inhabitants, including both Ghanaian and foreign
nationals. Authorities stated that the settlement was primarily engaged in illegal gold mining
activities within protected forest reserves. They also linked the settlement to a range of criminal
activities, including human trafficking, child exploitation, prostitution, and money
laundering.®

The adverse effect of unregulated or illegal mining is so serious that it pollutes water bodies
(rivers) with cyanide and mercury, destroys forest reserves and degrades parcels of land that
would otherwise be used for agricultural purposes. These have perennial effects on the health
and food security of communities that rely on the affected water bodies and parcels of land.
Furthermore, many illegal mining areas in the affected regions have become notorious for acts
of indiscipline and crimes such as prostitution, drug use and human trafficking. To combat this

https://3news.com/news/nacoc-intercepts-20-foot-container-full-of-tramadol-at-tema-port#google_vignette

31 https://www.adomonline.com/three-arrested-with-5950-slabs-of-indian-hemp-on-volta-lake/
$https://www.adomonline.com/two-arrested-with-86-parcels-of-suspected-indian-hemp-in-kete-krachi/
Bnttps://mww.adomonline.com/man-arrested-for-unlawful-possession-of-narcotics-at-nkurakan/
#https://www.adomonline.com/two-dead-many-trapped-after-galamsey-pit-collapses-at-mpasatia/
*https://www.adomonline.com/policeman-drowns-in-river-offin-during-galamsey-operation/

% https://www.adomonline.com/galamsey-military-destroys-hidden-settlement-in-western-region-photosvideo/
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menace, the government of Ghana has enforced several measures, including the creation and
deployment of anti-galamsey task forces to affected areas. Illegal mining remains a national
concern in Ghana despite all the measures undertaken by the government therefore, more work
needs to be done to effectively address it.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Based on the data presented above, WANEP-Ghana wishes to recommend the following:

» There should be a greater collaboration and information sharing among law
enforcement agencies, social service providers, and community organizations to
identify and intervene in high-risk homicide communities. Again, re-instituting and
strengthening community policing and engagement, could help in dealing with
criminals threatening people's lives. For some homicide situations, an increase in
accessibility to mental health care, and national campaigns against drug/substance
abuse would counter the feeling of worthlessness and violent behaviour in people.

» The government through agencies such as the Motor Traffic and Transport Department
(MTTD) of the Ghana Police Service and the National Road Safety Commission,
should work in sync with road transport unions, the media, and other relevant
stakeholders to increase public education on road safety, and to enforce traffic
regulations more effectively in the country. The police service should take steps to
penalise officers who ignore obviously unworthy road safety conduct of drivers at the
expense of other road users based on personal gains. The government should also invest
significantly in improving the road infrastructure of the country to reduce the spate of
road accidents.

» The Ghana National Fire Service should intensify fire safety education in schools and
communities of fire-prone locations across the country to minimise its occurrences.
Also, the Land Use and Spatial Planning Act (Act 925) should be strictly enforced to
enable fire fighters to effectively respond to emergencies in settlements. Additionally,
there should be strict enforcement of a policy for all shops and stalls at market centres
to be equipped with fire safety equipment. Failure to abide by these should result in
punitive measures meted out to culprits.

CONCLUSIONS
In the second quarter of 2025 (April-June), homicides, road accidents and fire outbreaks
posed threats to peace and security in Ghana. To mitigate the adverse effects on human
security, it is crucial for key stakeholders to collaborate to enhance the capabilities of
security agencies, enforce traffic laws, and strengthen the resilience of communities in
affected regions of the country. This is necessary because of the significant number of

fatalities, injuries, and destruction of properties caused by these human security
challenges.
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Table 1, below, presents a nationwide summary of incidents captured by WANEP-Ghana's NEWS within the second quarter (April-June, 2025).
It presents the distribution of incidents captured in all the 16 regions of the country and further shows incident categories and the frequencies

Regional Distribution of Incidents

APPENDIX

recorded under each category:

Weste

Greater | Ashan | East | Wester rn Bono North | North | Savanna | Upper | Upper Volt Total
Incidents | Accra ti ern n North | Bono | East | Central | East ern h East West | Ahafo a Oti | Incidents
Armed
Robbery 3 1 1 3 1 1 1 11
Theft 1 1 1 2 1 6
Shootings 1 1 2
Armed
Attack 1 1 1 4 7
Assault 2 1 1 1 5
Human
Traffickin
g 1 1 2
Destructio
n Of
Property 1 1
Road
Accidents 4 2 3 1 1 5 1 3 20
Protest 3 2 1 1 1 8
Demolitio
n 1 1 2
Illegal
Mining 1 3 3 2 9
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Homicide 24
Fire

Outbreaks 19
Strike

Actions 3
Clashes 2
Land

Disputes 1
Smugglin

g 0
Arrest 7
Defileme

nt 4
Illegal

Sand

Winning 1
Drug

Traffickin

g 13
Drowning 6
Physical

Confronta

tion 1
Armed

Seizure 1
Tree

Collapse 1
Explosion 2
Flooding 2
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Unlawful

Possessio

n of Arms 1 1
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Smugglin

g 1 1
Rainstorm

S 1 1
Building

Collapse 2 2
Chieftainc

y Clash 1
GRAND

TOTAL 33 22 17 14 10 32 166
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