HUMAN SECURITY AND EARLY WARNING BRIEF

WANEP - GHANA

JULY-SEPTEMBER, 2025



ABOUT THE EARLY WARNING BRIEF

The Human Security Early Warning Brief from the West Africa Network for Peacebuilding
(WANEP), Ghana, is a periodic bulletin, which highlights human security concerns within each
period under review. The briefs are prepared based on data from WANEP's online Early
Warning System, and predefined indicators reported by Regional and Community Monitors
across the sixteen regions of the country especially in hotspot communities. Analysis of the
data is informed by proximate causes and threats to human security in the country and
additional reference to relevant sources of information and stakeholder interface interaction.
The brief contains recommendations for informed responses by critical stakeholders in Peace
and Security across the country. It complements the broader National Early Warning System
(NEWS) of WANEP on Human Security with various prioritised thematic areas.

QUARTERLY FOCUS

» A 65-year-old security guard was reportedly suffocated to death by suspected robbers
at the De-Bridge One District One Factory (1D1F) facility in Gomoa Akotsi, in the
Central Region on 2" July 2025. The incident occurred when the guard attempted to
prevent the gang from stealing two electricity transformers from the factory.!

> On 30™ July 2025, a prison officer was reportedly found dead in River Pompo in the
Obuasi East District of the Ashanti Region. According to reports, his lifeless body was
discovered alongside his motorbike.?

> A male student of Kinbu Senior High School in Accra was fatally stabbed on 1% August,
2025 during an altercation with his fellow student. According to reports, the incident
sparked outrage among members of the community, with irate youth storming the
school premises in protest.®

> On 6™ August 2025, eight (8) individuals were reported dead in a military helicopter
crash at the Adansi Akrofuom District of the Ashanti Region while enroute to Obuasi
for a government initiative to combat illegal mining. The victims included the Defence
Minister, Dr. Edward Omane Boamah and Minister for Environment, Science and
Technology, Dr. Ibrahim Murtala Mohammed, five other government officials and 3
crew members from the Ghana Armed Forces (GAF), all onboard a Z-9 military
helicopter.”

> On 26" August 2025, a man was allegedly killed by his rival in a dispute linked to
infidelity while visiting his girlfriend. According to reports, the deceased found his
girlfriend with another man in her room, sparking confrontation that led to his death.®

> A 13-year-old girl was reported dead on 1% September 2025 after drowning in an
abandoned galamsey pit at Juaboso in the Western North Region. Reports revealed that

https://www.adomonline.com/robbers-kill-security-man-at-id 1f-facility-in-gomoa-akotsi/
2https://www.adomonline.com/prison-officer-found-dead-in-river-in-obuasi-east/
3https://www.adomonline.com/chaos-in-kinbu-shs-over-fatal-stabbing-of-student-during-altercation/
*https://www.adomonline.com/ghanaians-mourn-victims-of-military-helicopter-crash/
Shttps://www.myjoyonline.com/man-allegedly-killed-by-rival-in-girlfriends-room-at-mpasatia-in-ashanti-region/
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the tragedy occurred when the teenager went to fetch firewood and accidentally slipped
into the water-filled pit.°

> A carbide cylinder explosion at Suame Magazine Zone 18 on 3" September 2025
reportedly left a man in his 40s in critical condition. According to reports, the victim
visited a mechanic shop to repair their vehicle when the incident occurred.’

> On 19" September 2025, a fire destroyed a 15-bedroom house and a cash of
GH(C100,000 at Gomoa Dominase in the Gomoa East District of the Central Region.
According to reports, valuable properties were destroyed by the blaze.®

> A gas cylinder explosion left four people injured on 24™ September 2025 in Kumasi.
Reports suggest that the incident occurred in a building close to Sagoe Lane, where
some residents escaped from windows, resulting in fractured legs and other injuries.®

> On 25t September 2025, three people were reported dead and four others rescued after
being trapped in an abandoned mining pit at Twifo-Mampong in the Twifo Atti-Mokwa
District.°

> A seven-year-old boy was swept away by floodwaters at Abrepo Bronikrom in the
Bantama Constituency of the Ashanti Region on 27" September 2025. According to
reports, the deceased attempted to retrieve his sandal that drifted into a nearby gutter
and was overpowered by the strong current.*

INTRODUCTION

In the third quarter of 2025, a total of two hundred and nine (209) human security related
incidents with a total casualty of 407 (174 fatalities and 233 injuries) were recorded in the
WANEP-Ghana National Early Warning System (NEWS). In terms of frequency of incidents
recorded on regional basis, the Ashanti Region recorded the highest incidents (49), followed by
the Greater Accra Region (48) and the Central Region (31). Each of the remaining thirteen (13)
regions recorded incidents below twenty (20). Figure 1 below shows the regional distribution
of all the incidents in the quarter:

Shttps://www.adomonline.com/13-year-old-girl-dies-after-falling-into-galamsey-pit-in-juaboso/
https://www.adomonline.com/cylinder-explosion-at-suame-leaves-drivers-assistant-in-critical-condition/
8https://www.adomonline.com/fire-destroys-15-bedroom-house-gh%e2%82%b5100k-in-gomoa-dominase/
https://www.adomonline.com/a-r-four-battling-for-life-after-gas-cylinder-explosion-in-adum/
©https://www.adomonline.com/three-dead-four-rescued-after-being-trapped-in-abandoned-galamsey-pit-at-twifo-mampong/
Uhttps://www.adomonline.com/boy-7-reportedly-swept-away-by-floodwaters-at-abrepo-bronikrom/

3



Figure 1: Regional Distribution of Incidents for Third Quarter
of 2025
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HIGHLIGHT OF THE TOP RISKS

The data recorded on incidents captured in the reporting period revealed that the top three (3)
most frequent incidents that threaten peace and security include homicides (33), road accidents
(31), and fire outbreaks (26). Other issues that featured prominently in the recorded incidents
included armed robbery, physical assault, drug trafficking, and illegal mining. Below are
highlights of the incidents on thematic basis in accordance with their frequencies of occurrence,
number of casualties, and their potential for increasing vulnerabilities in the country within the
period.



Crime and Criminality
Risk 1: Homicides

Homicides dominated the incidents recorded in the period under review, thereby threatening
human security in the country. Thirty-three (33) homicides were recorded in the WANEP-
Ghana monitoring system across thirteen (13) regions. The Ashanti Region recorded the
highest incidents of nine (9), followed by Central Region with four (4) incidents, and the
Greater Accra and Oti Regions came third with three (3) homicides each. The remaining nine
(9) regions recorded below three (3) incidents each. Figure 2 below shows the regional
distribution of these incidents:

Figure 2: Regional Distribution of Homicides
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Some homicides recorded in the period are highlighted as follows:

A 65-year-old security guard was reportedly suffocated to death by suspected robbers at the
De-Bridge One District One Factory (1D1F) facility in Gomoa Akotsi, in the Central Region
on 2" July 2025. The incident occurred when the guard attempted to prevent the gang from
stealing two electricity transformers from the factory.*? On 30" July 2025, a prison officer was
reportedly found dead in River Pompo in the Obuasi East District of the Ashanti Region.
According to reports, his lifeless body was discovered alongside his motorbike.®* A male
student of Kinbu Senior High School in Accra was fatally stabbed on 1%t August, 2025 during
an altercation with his fellow student. According to reports, the incident sparked outrage among
members of the community, with irate youth storming the school premises in protest.1* On 26"
August 2025, a man was allegedly killed by his rival in a dispute linked to infidelity while
visiting his girlfriend. According to reports, the deceased found his girlfriend with another man
in the room, sparking confrontation that led to his death.'® Residents of Kpale-Xorse, a farming
community in the Ho West District of the Volta Region, were thrown into mourning after a
man who went missing on 1% September 2025, was found dead on his farm.'® On 23

https://www.adomonline.com/robbers-kill-security-man-at-id1f-facility-in-gomoa-akotsi/
Bhttps://www.adomonline.com/prison-officer-found-dead-in-river-in-obuasi-east/
https://www.adomonline.com/chaos-in-kinbu-shs-over-fatal-stabbing-of-student-during-altercation/
Bhttps://www.myjoyonline.com/man-allegedly-killed-by-rival-in-girlfriends-room-at-mpasatia-in-ashanti-region/
https://www.ghanaweb.com/GhanaHomePage/NewsArchive/A-missing-farmer-found-dead-at-Kpale-Xorse-community-1999147
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September 2025, a week-old baby boy was found dead in a toilet pit at Suhum in the Eastern
Region. According to reports, the act was allegedly committed by the baby’s mother, who had
fled the scene.’

The causes of homicides in Ghana vary but those incidents recorded in the reporting period
were attributed to suspected cases of armed robbery, violence, and negligence.

Democracy and Governance
Risk 2: Road Accidents

The quarter recorded numerous road accidents that significantly impacted human security. A
total of 31 road accidents with two hundred and twenty-seven (227) casualties (67 fatalities
and 160 injuries) were recorded in WANEP-Ghana’s National Early Warning System (NEWS)
across eight (8) regions. Road Accidents have had a debilitating impact on individuals,
communities and the nation in entirety.

The Central Region recorded the highest of nine (9) road accidents with eighty-five (85)
casualties (14 fatalities and 71 injuries), followed by the Ashanti Region that recorded seven
(7) accidents with forty-nine (49) casualties (21 fatalities and 28 injuries). The Greater Accra
Region recorded five (5) accidents with forty-nine (49) casualties (12 fatalities and 37 injuries)
and the Oti Region recorded three (3) accidents with twenty-one (21) casualties (6 fatalities
and 15 injuries). The Bono Region also recorded three (3) road accidents but with six (6)
casualties (4 fatalities and 2 injuries). The Eastern Region recorded two (2) road accidents with
eight (8) casualties (5 fatalities and 3 injuries), the Western North Region recorded one (1)
accident with six (6) casualties (2 fatalities and 4 injuries) and the Upper West Region also
recorded one (1) accident with three (3) fatalities and zero injuries. Figure 3 below summarises
the data on regional distribution of road accidents with associated casualties:

Figure 3: Regional Distribution of Road Accidents
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The road accidents in the reporting period could be attributed to a myriad of causes including
over-speeding, wrongful overtaking, overloading of vehicles, poor lighting systems of vehicles,
noncompliance of drivers to traffic laws, poor nature of roads, and inadequate driver education.
These accidents led to loss of lives, destruction to vehicles and other structures along roads,
and injuries to individuals involved. The pervasive abuse of drugs among the youth who
coincidentally account for most of the commercial drivers in Ghana, can be said to be
accountable for the rate at which road accidents occur. If the menace is not curbed, an end to
the carnage on our highways will be a mirage. The following is a highlight of some of the
accidents:

On 6™ July 2025, a road crash on the Mankessim—Apam highway at Ekumfi Essakyir turned
deadly as five (5) individuals were reportedly trapped in a mangled vehicle following a
collision. According to reports, the accident involved a DAF Articulated truck and a Hyundai
Starex.® An accident which occurred on the Juaso-Nkawkaw stretch of the Accra-Kumasi
highway on 28" July 2025, reportedly claimed the lives of fifteen (15) members of the Obogu
Saviour Church youth group, with four (4) others injured. According to reports, the incident
involved a fuel tanker and a Ford Transit bus which conveyed the church members returning
from a youth event.'® On 14" August 2025, an accident involving a Star Oil Limited vehicle
near Asukawkaw in the Oti Region claimed four (4) lives and left fourteen (14) others injured.
According to reports, the accident occurred after the driver lost control of the vehicle, ramming
into a busy market.?’ Eighteen (18) people were reportedly injured on 30" August 2025, after
a KIA truck loaded with coconuts ran into a crowd during a float at Agona Asafo in the Central
Region. According to reports the brakes of the KIA truck failed when the driver attempted to
stop upon meeting the crowd leading to the incident.?* On 6™ September 2025, an accident at
Kormantse on the Cape Coast—Accra highway reportedly claimed the lives of eight (8) people
and injured five (5) others, including a child and the driver of a truck. According to reports, the
crash involved a Mercedes Benz and a Hino truck.?? An accident on the Accra — Cape Coast
Highway on 23" September 2025, left one (1) woman dead and eighteen (18) others injured.
The incident involved a stationary truck and a Mercedes Sprinter bus heading towards Cape
Coast. The Sprinter, while overtaking another vehicle, collided with the parked truck, trapping
several passengers inside the bus.??

To tackle road accidents in Ghana, the government has enforced measures to tackle them
through institutions such as the Motor Traffic and Transport Department (MTTD) of the Ghana
Police Service, the National Road Safety Commission (NRSC) and the Driver and Vehicle
Licensing Authority (DVLA). These measures include public education campaigns on road
use, continuous enforcement of traffic laws, and efforts to improve road infrastructure across
the country.

Environment

Bhttps://www.adomonline.com/five-rescued-in-near-fatal-crash-at-ekumfi-essakyir/
Bhttps://www.adomonline.com/15-feared-dead-4-injured-in-accident-on-juaso-nkawkaw-highway/
Dhttps://www.myjoyonline.com/4-dead-14-injured-in-horrific-asukawkaw-fuel-tanker-accident/
2https://www.adomonline.com/5-in-critical-condition-13-injured-after-kia-truck-ploughs-into-crowd-during-float-in-agona-asafo/
Zhttps://www.adomonline.com/eight-dead-others-injured-in-accident-on-cape-coast-accra-highway/
Bhitps://www.adomonline.com/one-dead-19-injured-in-accident-on-accra-cape-coast-highway/
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Risk 3: Fire Outbreaks

Fire outbreaks also threatened environmental and economic security across the country in the
quarter under review. These incidents wreaked havoc to properties, inflicted injuries on victims
and caused loss of lives. Twenty-six (26) fire incidents were recorded across seven (7) regions
in the quarter which resulted in the destruction of markets, shops, and residential units. The
suspected causes of the fire incidents were electrical faults and explosion from Liquefied
Petroleum Gas (LPG) cylinders. The fire incidents recorded in the quarter occurred in the
Greater Accra, Ashanti, Eastern, Western North, Central, Upper East and Volta regions. The
Ashanti Region was the only region that recorded one (1) fatality while the Greater Accra and
Central regions recorded a total of three (3) injuries. The remaining four (4) regions recorded
no casualties related to fire outbreaks.

Figure 4 below is a graphical representation of regional data on fire incidents with associated
casualties:

Figure 4: Regional Distribution of Fire Outbreaks
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The fire outbreaks recorded in the quarter threatened economic and human security although
the number of fatalities has reduced from two (2) in the previous quarter to one (1) in this
quarter. There has however been an increase in the number of injuries from zero in the previous
quarter to three (3) in this quarter. Despite this appreciable reduction in casualties, there is no
gainsaying the fact that the fires affected livelihoods and property. Some fire incidents recorded
are highlighted as follows:

On 10" July 2025, six (6) metallic containers used for commercial activities were reportedly
destroyed in a fire outbreak at Atomic Down near the Save Mall Shopping Centre. According
to reports, fire officers brought the flames under control after several hours.?* A fire outbreak
at an uncompleted fuel station near the Ejura-Babasso cemetery in the Ashanti Region on 23™
July 2025 reportedly claimed one (1) life. According to reports, the fire engulfed the structure,
which was used to store gallons of petrol and bags of food stuffs.?> On 4" August 2025, a fire

24https://www.adomonIine.com/6-containers-destroyed-in—commerciaI-fire-at-atomic-down/

25https://www.adomonIine.com/one—dead-after—fire—outbrea k-at-uncompleted-fuel-station-in-ejura-photos/
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incident occurred at the Accra Tourist Information Centre, prompting a swift response from
the Ghana National Fire Service (GNFS). According to reports, despite the 9ntensityy of the
blaze, no injuries were recorded.?® Hundred shops were reportedly destroyed in a fire incident
at the Suame Post Office market in the Ashanti Region on 26" August, 2025. According to
reports, the inferno damaged properties worth millions of cedis. Further reports suggest that
gas cylinders kept at the market exploded and contributed to the rapid spread of the fire through
the market.?” On 13" September 2025, a fire that burnt the Accra Timber Market near the
Ayalolo School caused injuries to two firefighters. According to reports, the inferno destroyed
several shops dealing in wooden planks and hardware materials.?® A fire outbreak at the girls’
hostel of the Zuarungu Nursing and Midwifery Training College on 29" September 2025 left
several students counting their losses. According to reports, five (5) rooms were destroyed.?®

These incidents had a toll on human security as they impacted economic lives and subsequently
caused job losses among the affected traders.

Other Risks

The quarter under review also recorded other risks such as armed robbery, physical assault,
drug trafficking, drowning, illegal mining, helicopter crash and explosion.

Sixteen (16) robberies took place in the Greater Accra, Ashanti, Western, Bono, Bono East,
Central and Savannah regions in the quarter. They were mostly carried out by well-organized
and heavily armed criminal syndicates who used weapons like pump-action guns, foreign-made
pistols, and other weapons that resulted in significant loss of lives, severe injuries, and
disruption in commercial activities. The robberies often targeted commuters, drivers, traders
and other businesses that handle large amounts of money, valuable goods and other property
such as gold, mobile phones, etc.

Nine (9) drug trafficking incidents occurred across the Greater Accra, Central, North East,
Savannah and Volta regions. The series of drug trafficking incidents reported in the quarter
related to the interception and arrest of traffickers in possession of large quantities of
contraband such as tramadol and Indian hemp. For instance, on 5" July 2025 the Narcotics
Control Commission (NACOC) seized 738 compressed parcels of suspected cannabis from
suspected drug traffickers at the Swissport Terminal in Accra.>® The Ghana Police Service
reportedly arrested three (3) individuals in Savelugu on 4" August 2025 for unlawful
possession of opioid drugs and an unlicensed firearm. According to reports, over 50 tablets of
the opioid were discovered concealed inside a vehicle tyre during a routine search.3! On 11"
August 2025, the Accra Regional Police Command reportedly arrested a 39-year-old man at
Labadi Maami in Accra for allegedly using a private ambulance to traffic large quantities of

26https://www.adomonline.com/accra-tourist-information-centre-fire-no-casualties-recorded-gnfs/

27https://www.adomonline.com/fi re-destroys-over-100-shops-at-suame-post-office-market/
2https://www.adomonline.com/fire-service-contain-blaze-at-timber-market-two-firefighters-injured/
https://www.adomonline.com/fire-destroys-part-of-zuarungu-nursing-college-girls-hostel/
3%https://www.adomonline.com/nacoc-seizes-cannabis-at-swissport-terminal-2-arrested-2-at-large/
3lhttps://www.adomonline.com/3-arrested-in-savelugu-for-concealing-drugs-in-car-tyre/
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cannabis. A search in the ambulance uncovered seven hundred (700) parcels and four hundred
and seventy-three (473) wrappers of dried leaves suspected to be cannabis.*?

On illegal mining, seven (7) incidents were reported in the quarter across the Ashanti, Eastern,
Western and Central regions. Twenty-four (24) illegal miners were arrested by anti-galamsey
taskforce deployed by the government in the reporting period. Of the twenty-four (24) suspects
arrested, seven (7) were arrested in the Central region, five (5) were arrested in the Ashanti
region and twelve (12) were arrested in the Western region. Seven (7) fatalities related to illegal
mining were recorded. On 16" July 2025, four (4) people were reportedly confirmed dead, and
twenty (20) others trapped after an illegal mining pit collapsed at Akyem Wenchi in the
Denkyembour District of the Eastern Region.®® Also, three (3) people were reported dead and
four (4) others rescued on 25" August 2025 after being trapped in a mining pit at Twifo-
Mampong in the Twifo Atti-Mokwa District. Reports revealed that the victims had secretly
entered the site, which has been inactive for nearly five (5) years following the closure of a
Chinese mining company’s operations.3*

The adverse effect of unregulated or illegal mining is so precarious that it pollutes water bodies
(rivers) with cyanide and mercury, destroys forest reserves and degrades parcels of land that
could be used for agricultural purposes. These have lasting effects on the health and food
security of communities depending on affected water bodies and parcels of land. Also, many
illegal mining areas in the affected regions have become notorious for indiscipline and crimes
such as prostitution, drug use/abuse and human trafficking. To combat this menace, the
government of Ghana has enforced several measures, including the creation and deployment
of anti-galamsey task forces to affected areas. lllegal mining remains an existential threat to
Ghanaians despite the measures being enforced by the government therefore, a lot of
commitments need to be made to effectively address it.

Based on the data presented above, WANEP-Ghana wishes to recommend the following:

» We encourage an enhanced collaboration and information sharing among law
enforcement agencies, social service providers, and community organizations to
identify and intervene in high-risk homicide communities. Again, re-instituting and
strengthening community policing and engagement, could help in clamping down on
criminals threatening people's lives. For some homicide situations, an increase in
accessibility to mental health care and psycho-social therapeutic services, and national
campaigns against drug or substance abuse would minimise the feeling of
worthlessness and violent behaviour in people.

» The Motor Traffic and Transport Department (MTTD) of the Ghana Police Service
and the National Road Safety Commission, should enhance their collaboration with
the road transport unions, the media, and other relevant stakeholders to increase public
education on road safety, and to enforce traffic regulations more effectively in the

32https://www.myjoyonline.com/police-arrest-man-using-a-private-ambulance-to-transport-cannabis/
3https://www.adomonline.com/many-trapped-others-feared-dead-after-galamsey-pit-collapses-at-akyem-wenchi/
3%https://www.adomonline.com/three-dead-four-rescued-after-being-trapped-in-abandoned-galamsey-pit-at-twifo-mampong/
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country. The police service should take steps to punish its officers who are unduly
friendly about road traffic offences. The government should also invest significantly
in improving the road infrastructure and signages to reduce the spate of road accidents.
We encourage the Ghana National Fire Service to intensify fire safety education in
schools and communities of fire-prone locations across the country to minimise its
occurrences. Also, the Land Use and Spatial Planning Act (Act 925) should be strictly
enforced to enable fire fighters to effectively respond to emergencies in settlements.
Additionally, there should be strict enforcement of the Ghana National Fire Service
Act (Act 537) for all shops at market centres to be equipped with fire safety equipment.
Failure to abide by these should result in punitive measures meted out to culprits.

In the third quarter of 2025 (July-September), Homicides, Road Accidents and Fire
Outbreaks posed threats to peace and security in Ghana. To mitigate the adverse effects
on human security, it is important that key stakeholders collaborate to enhance the
capabilities of security agencies, enforce traffic laws, and strengthen the resilience of
communities in affected regions of the country. This is necessary because of the number
of fatalities, injuries, and destruction of properties caused by these human security
challenges.
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APPENDIX
Regional Distribution of Incidents

Table 1, below, presents a nationwide summary of incidents captured by WANEP-Ghana's NEWS within the third quarter (July-September,
2025). It presents the distribution of incidents captured in all the 16 regions of the country and further shows incident categories and the
frequencies recorded under each category:

Wester
Greate Easte n Bono North | Northe Upper Upper Total
Incidents r Accra | Ashanti rn Western | North Bono East Central East rn Savannah East West Ahafo | Volta Oti Incidents
Armed
Robbery 4 5 2 1 1 2 1 16
Theft 1 1 1 1 4
Suicide 1 2 1 4
Armed
Attack 1 1 1 1 1 5
Physical
Assault 5 2 4 1 2 14
Kidnapping 1 1 2
Disease
Outbreak 1 1 2
Road
Accident 5 7 2 1 3 9 1 3 31
Protest 1 1 2 1 5
Demolition 1 1
Illegal
Mining 3 1 2 1 7
Homicide 3 9 2 2 1 2 2 4 1 1 2 1 3 33
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Fire

Outbreaks 13 26
Electrocuti
on 1
Violent
Clashes 2 6
Land
Disputes 1
Prison
Break 1
Cocoa
Smuggling 1
Arrest 2 6
Defilement 1
Electoral
Disturbanc
es 1 1
Drug
Trafficking 4 9
Drowning 1 8
Physical
Confrontati
on 2
Arson 1
Bridge
Collapse 1
Explosion 2
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Baby
Dumping

Unlawful
Possession
of Arms

Fraud

Impersonat
ion

Building
Collapse

Mob Action

Riot

Incitement

Incest

Acid Attack

R RN RN -

Helicopter
Crash

Chieftaincy
Disputes

GRAND
TOTAL

48

49

16

12

31

209
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